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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE WELLINGTON 1958 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: WMO, TGEN, EFIS. PBOR, PLOS, CW 
SUBJECT: US SCIENTIFIC TEAM TO PENRHYN ISLAND 

REF: WELLINGTON 1110 

1 . EMBASSY SCIENCE OFFICER HAS BEEN ADVISED INFORMALLY 

BY HEAD OF NEW ZEALAND METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE THAT NOAA 
HAS COMMUNICATED DIRECTLY WITH COOK ISLANDS GOVERNMENT 
AND/OR GNZ MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT REGARDING USE OF 
PENRHYN ISLAND BY US SCIENTIFIC TEAM IN 1979. 

2. IF INFO IS ACCURATE. THEN IT WOULD APPEAR NOAA HAS 
CIRCUMVENTED BOTH EMBASSY AND GNZ MFA. IN EITHER 
INSTANCE SUCH CIRCUMVENTION IS INAPPROPRIATE. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: (A) ADVISE STATUS OF NOAA INTEREST/ 
REQUEST FOR USE OF PENRHYN. (B) RESPONSE TO REFTEL 

AND SPECIFICALLY TO LEGAL QUESTION OF WHETHER EMBASSY 
SHOULD PROCEED WITH NOTE TO COOK ISLANDS GOVERNMENT FOR 
PERMISSION TO USE PENRHYN IN LIGHT OF USG TERRITORIAL 
CLAIMS. 
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